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Shorelines

President’s Message
by Donna Tucker

After a long winter we are seeing the
signs of spring and the excitement of a fresh
new season and reacquaintance with our
Carling friends and neighbours and Georgian
Bay – the addiction that brings us back to
Carling every year.

This year also brings with it a municipal
election this fall.  The election will be held on
Monday, October 26, 2026.  If you are
eligible to vote, you will be able to vote by
internet or phone.  Please take a moment to
think about why your vote matters and make
sure you are on the voter’s list.  Local
elections are the chance to shape the
community and make a real difference. 
Perhaps you are not satisfied with the way tax
dollars are being used or frustrated with
Township decisions regarding bylaws or
projects.   It is critical to select a Mayor and
Councillors who support what is important to
you and your family.  Municipalities have
considerable jurisdiction over areas such as
zoning, waste disposal, local roads, fire
services, land-use planning and policing. 

Municipal elections in Ontario have

see President, page 2

Musings from the Editor
by Tom Betts

Not long ago, as the weather began to
change here in Pennsylvania, I found myself
hiking through a leafless woodlot on a
beautiful sunny day.  Temperatures were on
the rise, the sky was as blue as blue can be,
and some early spring bird-song filled the air. 
After a winter which had given us more snow
than usual and plenty of very cold days, I
couldn’t help but sense my good fortune.

If I allowed my mind to wander just a
little bit, I could easily imagine it to be a
cottage open-up day – at least one of many
amazing ones we’ve had when it’s warmer
and sunnier in early May than it’s expected to
be.

And then it occurred to me, as I paused to
soak up the sunshine and springtime sounds –
in a month or so I would actually find myself
“up north,” taking in all the beauty that
Georgian Bay has to offer.  After seven
months away, I would again hear the
haunting call of the loon, the slap of a beaver
tail, the chatter of busy red squirrels.  I would
“feel” the water through my boat or kayak,
hear the gentle wind whisper through the 

see Musings, page 2
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notoriously low participation rates.  On
average in the 2022 election, voter turnout
was down from 38% in 2018 to 32.9%,
particularly in areas under 2500.  This is not
so in Carling where voter turnout increased
from 35% in 2018 to 44% in 2022.  Eligible
voters declined from 3193 to 3166 with
actual voters increasing from 1104 to 1401,
while the permanent population rose from
1125 to 1491 between 2018 and 2022 as
reported by the Association of Municipalities
of Ontario.  These numbers reflect election
engagement that is greater than the provincial
average.  Be sure that your voice is heard and
that the candidates who reflect your views are
elected.

Am I allowed to vote in Carling?
You can vote in Carling if you meet the

following requirements: 18 years of age or
older; a Canadian citizen; and a resident of
the municipality, or a resident who owns or
rents property in the municipality, or the
spouse of an owner or tenant of property in
the municipality.

You can still vote in your permanent
home municipality but only once in each
municipality’s election regardless of how
many properties you own or rent within
Carling.  For example, if you live in Toronto
and own property in Carling you can vote in
both places.

What kind of role will the West Carling
Association be taking in the election?

WCA will be working with the other
ratepayers’ associations in Carling to hold an
“All Candidates” meeting in late August at
the Community Centre similar to the meeting
we held in 2018.  When we know who the
candidates are we will request their
biographies and make them available to our

see President, page 3
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white pines, and watch that magnificent
fireball of a sun drop right into the water
behind the Mink Islands.  It was at about that
moment when a 1945 Duke Ellington tune
popped into my head, describing perfectly
how I was feeling about myself and the
approaching cottage season: “I’m Just a
Lucky So and So.”  

I could hum the melody in my head and I
could almost hear Louis Armstrong singing it
with his signature heartfelt emotion.  But I
couldn’t remember the words.  I wondered ...
with a title like that, did the acclaimed Duke,
just maybe, write the song to describe a lucky
person on Georgian Bay?

An hour later I found myself digging
through piles of my jazz piano music and
miraculously I stumbled upon the lyrics to
this fine standard:

Adrift on Georgian Bay
A splendid carefree day
Not a breath of wind doth blow
I guess, I’m just a lucky so and so.

The loons in every place
Glide along with such grace
They yodel where e’er they go
I guess, I’m just a lucky so and so.

And as I fish from spot to spot,
I don’t catch a lot
Fish are all around, but do not bite
That don’t bother me, I say seriously,
Around me it’s a gorgeous sight.

And when the sun drops more
I turn the boat east for
A cottage of peace, comfort, so nice
I guess, I’m just a lucky so and so.

see Musings, page 3
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“It’s starting to break up!”
Photo by Sophie Needham

Check Now – 
Is Your Pleasure Craft
License Up To Date?

(See Page 9)

A Call for Submissions

The summer issue of Shorelines will
appear in early July.  We welcome your
articles, artwork, and photos.  Deadline
for submissions is June 10, 2026.  Send
all materials to tcmbetts@gmail.com

President, from page 2

members.  In planning for the All Candidates
meeting, we will compile a list of questions
to elicit the candidates’ views.  If there are
particular questions you would like to ask the
candidates or hear their views on specific
topics, please submit your requests to
info@westcarling.com 

Musings, from page 2

Yes, and when the stars come out
Far too many to count
Our cottage of peace, comfort ... yes
I guess, I’m just a lucky so and so.

Ok, perhaps I owe an apology to
Ellington and to lyricist Mack David.  But I
did my best with meter and rhyme, so as to fit
the melody, and the original message of the
tune comes through – a general feeling of
luck and good fortune in the midst of loving
and friendly people, and a beautiful natural
world.

And really, as we start another cottage
season, doesn’t that message ring true? 
Where else is there such a perfect blend of
crystal clear water, peace and quiet, wildlife
in abundance, a special landscape of rock and
moss and pine, shaped over eons by the
forces of Nature?  And add to that the perfect
blend of like-minded friendly folks who share
a common love for this amazing corner of our
planet.

Given all of that, and given the
unspeakable chaos in so many parts of the
world today, it is easy, when setting eyes
upon Georgian Bay for the first time in the
spring of each new year, to humbly confess,
“I’m just a lucky so and so.”

Now sing it, Louis!
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CHAMPION OF THE BAY 2025

BRUCE DAVIDSON,
WEST CARLING ASSOCIATION

Submitted by Allison Needham

F
or more than eighty years, Bruce
Davidson has been a dedicated
steward of Snug Island and the

surrounding lands of Carling Township – an
extraordinary legacy grounded in care,
consistency, and deep respect for the natural
environment.

Bruce’s approach is guided
by a simple but powerful
philosophy: protect habitat,
avoid unnecessary disturbance,
and leave every place better
than it was found.

On Snug Island, he
maintains 40 acres of forest
with a light but intentional
touch, keeping the landscape as
close to its natural state as
possible. He preserves standing
dead trees for wildlife, removes
invasive species, clears litter,
dismantles illegal fire pits and
inukshuks, and reduces light
pollution from cottages. He has even
enhanced fish habitat by adding pea gravel to
support bass nesting. Each action reflects a
thoughtful, long-term commitment to
ecological balance.

Bruce’s impact extends well beyond his
own shoreline. He served for 25 years on the
West Carling Association Board, including a
decade as president, helping guide
environmental priorities and contributing to
multiple Township Official Plan reviews. His
advocacy led to the successful removal of
hazardous waste from the Snug Lighthouse –

an important win for both safety and
environmental protection.

A hands-on volunteer, Bruce has
conducted regular water sampling, supported
shoreline and campsite cleanups through
initiatives like the Franklin Challenge, and
worked to protect species at risk. In

partnership with Glenda
Clayton of the former Eastern
Georgian Bay Stewardship
Association, he helped build
and monitor fox snake nest
protection cages. More
recently, he contributed to
mapping invasive phragmites
in the Carling area.

Bruce has also shared his
knowledge generously through
the West Carling Association
newsletter, writing about topics
such as water levels and fish
habitat, forest succession,
geological history, and the

changing landscape of Georgian Bay.
What sets Bruce apart is not just the

breadth of his contributions, but the way he
goes about them – quietly, consistently, and
without seeking recognition. His work is
practical, grounded, and focused on results,
setting a powerful example of stewardship in
action.

Bruce Davidson is a truly deserving
recipient of the Georgian Bay Association’s
2025 Champion of the Bay Award. His
lifelong commitment reflects the very best of
Georgian Bay values – and the lasting
difference one person can make.
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A Sampling of West Carling
Association Articles by Bruce
Davidson

Submitted by Allison Needham
1. All In the Family

Publication: WCA Winter Newsletter, 2015 (PDF)
Theme: Georgian Bay natural history and evolution
Article can be found in linked newsletter 

Summary: Using Richard Dawkins’ The Ancestor’s
Tale as a framework, Bruce traces the evolutionary
“family tree” of life back hundreds of millions of
years, anchoring it in Georgian Bay. He highlights
ancient species like gar pike and bowfin, which still
live in the Bay, showing how today’s ecology is part 
of a long, connected evolutionary history—one that
includes humans as recent newcomers.

2. “Well Doggone Me Anyway!” Memories of Snug
Harbour

Publication: WCA Spring Newsletter, 2017
(Winter/Spring issue, PDF)
Theme: Social history of Snug Harbour
Article Link

Summary: A vivid memoir depicting Snug Harbour’s
evolution from a remote settlement to a busy
community hub. Through stories about families,
general stores, commercial fishing, and marina
life—punctuated by the recurring phrase “Well
doggone me anyway!”—Bruce offers an affectionate,
informal social history of Snug Harbour and the 
people who shaped it.

3. Confederation Tribute: The Birth of Parry-
Sound-the-Good and Other Stories

Publication: WCA Summer Newsletter, July 2017
Theme: Origins of Parry Sound and regional 
development
Article Link
Summary: Set within the context of Confederation, 
this article traces Parry Sound’s early development
through the arrival of William Gibson and the Beatty
brothers, the vision of a “Methodist Utopia,” and the
rise of timber and milling industries. Bruce connects
these developments to lighthouse construction and
shipping routes that later shaped Carling’s shoreline
communities.

4. Cottage Life 100 Years Ago

Publication: Web article (c. 2023)
Theme: Early cottage life on Snug Island
Article Link

Summary: Built around handwritten recollections by
Bruce’s mother, Elizabeth Davidson, this piece
reconstructs family life on Snug Island beginning in
1923. Memories of supply boats, ice houses, basic
infrastructure, and daily routines form both a multi-
generation family narrative and a broader portrait of
the earliest era of Georgian Bay cottaging.

5. Hewers of Wood, Catchers of Fish

Publication: Web article
Theme: Logging, commercial fishing, and Carling’s
undeveloped shoreline
Article Link

Summary: Bruce explains why Carling’s shoreline
remained comparatively undeveloped—not through
deliberate conservation, but because of difficult terrain,
late settlement, and resource-based industries. Moving
from railways and sawmills to the era of commercial
fishing, he ends with a cautionary reflection on modern
zoning and density pressures.

6. Yes Virginia, There Really Was an Ice House

Publication: Web article
Theme: Ice-house history and cottage culture
Article Link

Summary: Prompted by the survival of a family ice
house during the 2015 Snug Island fire, this article
explains how ice houses functioned and introduces the
people and tools involved in harvesting ice. The piece
blends practical history with personal reflection on
resilience, heritage, and what communities choose to
preserve.

7. From Billiard Ball to Forest: Time Travel in the
Georgian Bay

Publication: Web article
Theme: Post-glacial ecology and photosynthesis

Article Link

Summary: Beginning with Georgian Bay buried under
kilometres of ice during the Laurentide Glaciation,
Bruce traces the slow transformation from bare rock to
forest. Through lichens, mosses, soil formation, and
photosynthesis, he explains how ecosystems develop
over millennia—linking geology, biology, and energy
in an accessible narrative.

5

https://westcarling.com/2015-newsletters/
https://westcarling.com/2015-newsletters/
https://westcarling.com/well-doggone-me-anyway-memories-of-snug-harbour/
https://westcarling.com/well-doggone-me-anyway-memories-of-snug-harbour/
https://westcarling.com/well-doggone-me-anyway-memories-of-snug-harbour/
https://westcarling.com/confederation-tribute-the-birth-of-parry-sound-the-good-and-other-stories/
https://westcarling.com/confederation-tribute-the-birth-of-parry-sound-the-good-and-other-stories/
https://westcarling.com/confederation-tribute-the-birth-of-parry-sound-the-good-a
https://westcarling.com/confederation-tribute-the-birth-of-parry-sound-the-good-and-other-stories/
https://westcarling.com/confederation-tribute-the-birth-of-parry-sound-the-good-a
https://westcarling.com/cottage-life-100-years-ago/
https://westcarling.com/cottage-life-100-years-ago/
https://westcarling.com/hewers-of-wood-catchers-of-fish/
https://westcarling.com/hewers-of-wood-catchers-of-fish/
https://westcarling.com/yes-virginia-there-really-was-an-ice-house/
https://westcarling.com/yes-virginia-there-really-was-an-ice-house/
https://westcarling.com/from-billiard-ball-to-forest-time-travel-in-the-georgian-bay/
https://westcarling.com/from-billiard-ball-to-forest-time-travel-in-the-georgian-bay/
https://westcarling.com/from-billiard-ball-to-forest-time-travel-in-the-georgian-
https://westcarling.com/from-billiard-ball-to-forest-time-travel-in-the-georgian-bay/
https://westcarling.com/from-billiard-ball-to-forest-time-travel-in-the-georgian-


8. The Supply Boat: Lifeline of the Pioneers

Publication: WCA Summer Newsletter, August 2021 
Theme: The John P. supply boat and shoreline logistics
Article Link

Summary: This article reconstructs the era when the
John P. supply boat served as a vital weekly
connection for Snug Harbour and surrounding
communities. Bruce describes its role in delivering
goods before reliable roads existed, connecting the
story to his own family cottage and to broader patterns
of Indigenous trade and early settlement.

9. Happy as a Clam, er Fish

Publication: WCA Fall Newsletter, October 3, 2018 
Theme: Fish habitat, water levels, and Franklin Island
Article Link

Summary: Examining fluctuating water levels and
regulatory decisions, Bruce shows how small changes
can dramatically affect fish spawning and wetland
health. Using Franklin Island and nearby back bays as
case studies, he explains why even a metre of water
can determine whether habitats thrive or fail.

10. How Our Lighthouses Came to Bee

Publication: WCA Spring Newsletter, April 2020 
Theme: Lighthouses, navigation, and beekeeping
history
Article Link

Summary: A history of Red Rock, Snug, and Jones
Island lighthouses, explaining why they were built,
how navigational ranges worked, and how storms
prompted engineering upgrades. The article includes
an unexpected detour into David Jones’ beekeeping
experiments on Jones Island, linking navigation,
agriculture, and heritage.

11. Snug Harbour Lighthouse Update (co-authored
with Peter Pook)

Publication: WCA Winter Newsletter, December 2021
Theme: Stewardship and heritage preservation
Article Link

Summary: Details the transfer of lighthouse ownership
from the federal government to the Township of
Carling and the role of local stewardship. The article
documents physical upgrades, volunteer initiatives, 
and WCA’s partnership in preserving Snug Harbour
Lighthouse as a community and heritage asset.

12. A Frenzy of Kayaks

Publication: WCA Summer Newsletter, July 2018 
Theme: Recreational change on Georgian Bay
Article Link 

Summary: Reflecting on Bruce’s participation in the
“Franklin Challenge” sea-kayaking event (paddling a
great distance in his seventies), this piece compares his
earlier, quieter decades to the current rise in
recreational paddling. It explores safety, environmental
impact, and the changing ways people experience
Georgian Bay.
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The Georgian Bay Chair
Article and photos by Larry Moses

It seems to me, that as the Georgian Bay
cottage owners crowd approaches the mellow
age of 75-80, their perception changes and
becomes more focused on “Chairs” rather
than on water skis, ski-doos or bikes, or
chopping wood with an axe.

Personally, I have always been attracted
to chairs as I, like many others, like to sit and
read or
meditate or
have a drink
or a nice
cigar – or
just a nap, or
all the above
– together.

For me
sitting is a
verb, and sitting an activity.

Of course, at the Georgian Bay cottage
you must not only have great chairs, but also
great views.

Views are not a problem in West Carling,
as we are always facing either the open water
or the forests
that border
beautiful
Georgian
Bay.

Now I
must point
out that at
home in
Burlington I have an excellent array of chairs.
My favorite – a Canadian 1930s pub chair –
weighs about five pounds and is made of
solid oak wired carefully for a long sit, by a
resting laboring sort of person, with much
muscle and much beer thirst.

My John Kennedy rocker, my wicker
verandah chair and my cast iron and slatted

pool bench are always happy to greet me.  I
point out these chairs only to gain your
confidence that I am a real pro at the "Art of
the Sit.” And furthermore, I know my chairs!

So if you have come with me this far, you
stick around to hear my trumpeting protest.

As a chair purist, I cannot comfortably
own a Muskoka chair looking out on
Georgian Bay.  We will just blur our eyes a
little and call it a Georgian Bay chair. Neither
should I call a Georgian Bay chair an Upper
New York State Adirondack chair.

We must take license here.
We must simply point out to an enquirer,

that yes, the designs of these chairs are
similar, but the “Georgian Bay chair” has a
style and class of its own.

First, the Georgian Bay chair is not made
of recycled
plastic; the
Georgian
Bay chair is
not made of
lightweight
pine; the
Georgian
Bay chair is
heavy weight
cedar naked, with much grain (clear
Thompson preservative is allowed).

“If you can barely lift it, it qualifies.”
You must be able to feel the soft cedar

when you sit in it and also sense any
upcoming Georgian Bay storms.

So when you drop by our cottage, you
might politely acknowledge the many
“Georgian Bay chairs,” regardless of what
they look like.  There is a company in
Midland which specifically makes Georgian
Bay chairs. Check them out.

Remember, there are no Muskoka chairs
on Georgian Bay – there are only “Georgian
Bay chairs” on Georgian Bay.
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The Cross Country Ski and the
Endearing Snow Flea
Article and photos by Ty Stephenson

In February my partner and I drove from
Vermont to her family’s summer cottage near
Snug Harbour for a weekend of cross country
skiing and s’mores. Being from Virginia, I
had never seen so much snow. As we drove
deeper into Canada and through Algonquin
the depth of snow on roofs and branches
expanded, giving the sense that we were
driving deeper into the snow and winter,
slowly burying ourselves. 

The cottage is not accessible by road, so
we got to the parking lot, put on our cross
country skis and packs and headed out onto
the lake. We got only a hundred meters in,
however, until we hit deep pockets of slush.

We stood frozen in our tracks staring at
each other wide-eyed, scared we were about
to break through. That is, until a pack of
snow mobiles came whizzing past us,
perfectly safe on the over half a meter of ice.
We later learned, which I am sure is not news
to any Canadians, that the water on top of the
ice was due to the sheer weight of the meter
of snow pushing the ice down and forcing
lake water up through small cracks in the ice.
It was amazing to think about such a simple
phenomenon happening on such an enormous
scale. 

The skiing was slow going and arduous
through the deep, slushy snow and when we
got to the cottage we muscled our way
through the deep snow and up the steps.

Growing up, snow days were always fun
and whimsical, but being out on the Georgian
Bay, with every step exhausting us and the
deafening silence pressing against our ears, I
realized just how terrifying a lot of snow can
be when you do not have access to the
luxuries of plowed roads and snow tires. We

were obviously having a great time together,
and taking in the stark beauty of a frozen
Georgian Bay, but there was a seriousness in
the air. I didn’t hear any birds, there were few
leaves to be rustled by the frozen air, and the
wind smelled only of cold, as few warm fires
were filling it with the cheerful wood smoke I
had expected. Settling in for the night, we
were happy we had each other and we played
games in front of the fire, but a feeling of
isolation lingered. 

After melting some snow for tea in the
morning, we got suited up for our day of
skiing and headed out. We took only a few
labored steps before we saw a black dusting
over our tracks from the previous day. Had a
wind come through last night and knocked
bark from the branches? Why was it
concentrated in the disturbed snow?

When we looked closer, we realized it
wasn’t dirt at all, but tiny bugs, slowly
moving in the snow! As our eyes scanned
further we realized there were hundreds,
perhaps thousands of them covering the
snow. 

Snow fleas (Hypogastrura nivicola), are
not fleas or insects at all. They are in a
separate class – Collembola – commonly
referred to as Springtails. Springtails get their 

see Fleas, page 9
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Check Now – 
Do You Need to Apply for
or Renew Your Pleasure

Craft License?

Fleas, from page 8

name from a unique appendage, called a
furcula, that is loaded with tension and when
released propels them through the air. This
leads me to imagine what an exciting life I
could lead with a spring loaded paddle on my
belly that could launch me into the air!

Snow fleas
are around all
year long, but
their chubby,
dark
blueish-gray
bodies
particularly
stand out
against the
snow in the
winter. They
are able to be
active in the harsh temperatures due to an
anti-freeze protein they produce, while they
happily (I presume) munch away at
microscopic fungi, algae, and decaying
organic matter. 

As we skied
away from the
cottage we were
blown away by the
abundance of these
charming little
creatures coating
the ground.
Suddenly the
barren winterscape
didn’t feel so
lifeless, and we
were not so alone.
For the rest of the weekend every time we
came across a black patch in the snow we
excitedly pointed out these fascinating
organisms having no trouble with their life in
the snow.

New Boat Licensing Regulations
Submitted by Richard Wilson

Unlike automobiles, pleasure craft
licensing in Ontario (and the rest of Canada
for that matter) is managed by the Federal
Government, specifically Transport Canada.

As a reminder, pleasure craft licenses are
different from vessel registrations.
Registrations are a bit more complicated;
they are typically done for larger and
commercial vessels. They are based on a
vessel’s name and home port, and declare
ownership. 

Prior to 2010, pleasure craft licenses did
not have an expiry date. After that year, they
had a 10-year effective date. Renewed
licenses will now have a validity of 5 years.
Along with this reduction comes a modest
renewal fee of $24. 

If your current pleasure craft license has
no expiry date on it, one has now been
implemented, based on the original license
issue date. There is a chart outlining them
found on the Canada.ca website. The specific
page is “Apply for or Manage a Pleasure
Craft License.”  

The 10 hp or less exemption is still in
place; however sail powered craft larger that
6m must now be licensed. Failing to have
your pleasure craft licensed can result in a
fine of $250.

The logic for tightening up licensing is
sound. Derelict vessels, those illegally
moored, and ones that are stolen are
becoming more of an issue and this system
will give authorities more tools to deal with
offenders.
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Georgian Bay Rainbows
Photo by Tom Betts 

IAAC Info Session Outlines
Path for Meaford Pumped
Storage Project
from the West Carling Association

On February 12, the Impact Assessment
Agency of Canada (IAAC) hosted a hybrid
information session at Meaford Hall to clarify
the federal regulatory roadmap for TC
Energy’s proposed Pumped Storage Project.
The session drew strong community interest,
with over 100 residents attending in person
and more than 150 participating online.

The meeting featured presentations from
several federal departments, including
Environment and Climate Change Canada,
Fisheries and Oceans Canada,
Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern
Affairs Canada, and the Department of
National Defence. These agencies outlined
their roles in the upcoming impact
assessment process, which will evaluate the
project’s footprint on the 4th Canadian
Division Training Centre lands and its
potential environmental impacts.

TC Energy’s proposal includes a 374-acre
reservoir located 150 metres above the
Georgian Bay shoreline. The facility would
pump water from the Bay into the reservoir
during off-peak hours and release it through
turbines to generate electricity during peak
demand.

While the session focused on the process
rather than the merits of the project, many
residents and stakeholders attended to voice
opposition. Primary concerns discussed
include:

• Environmental Impact: Risks to fish
populations and the broader Georgian
Bay ecosystem.

• Safety: Potential flooding risks to
nearby homeowners should the
reservoir fail.

• Contamination: The risk of disturbing
contaminated soil on the military base
during excavation.

• Economic Viability: The multi-billion
dollar cost of this project versus more
efficient, alternative energy storage
solutions like batteries.

Next Steps:  The formal federal impact
assessment has not yet begun, but will be
triggered once TC Energy submits its Initial
Project Description (IPD) to the IAAC. This
filing will launch a 30-day public comment
period, the first of many opportunities for
GBA and our members to submit formal
feedback.

The GBA will continue to monitor this
file closely and notify members when the
official comment period opens.

Learn more about the meeting here.

10

https://themeafordindependent.ca/iaac-information-session-helps-community-understand-path-forward-for-pumped-storage-impact-assessment-process/


“It’s A Zoo Around Here”
Photos submitted by Bruce MacKay, taken at his cottage this winter
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Wildflower Wonders:
The Wild Columbine
Article and photos by Tom Betts

As colors begin to reappear in the
springtime Georgian Bay landscape, a
combination to watch for will be the striking
scarlet and brilliant yellow of the wild
columbine.

Also called
the Canadian
columbine
(Aquilegia
canadensis),
the wild
columbine is
an attractive
spring-
blooming
wildflower
that is found
throughout
eastern North
America,
including both the U.S. and southern Canada. 
A member of the buttercup family, wild
columbine is a common sight in well-drained
woodlands and in rocky areas throughout its
range.  Along the eastern shore of Georgian
Bay, this beautiful flower is right at home and
can be seen blooming in late May and June.

The plant can range from 15-90 cm tall,
depending on the conditions in which it is
growing, and it can be found in small groups
of 2 or 3 plants or in rather extensive patches.

The unique flower is columbine’s
attraction and claim to fame – a typical
flower will have five yellow petals that
elongate into red, nectar-bearing spurs and
alternate with five red, petal-like sepals.  Few
of our native wildflowers have this color
combination, and fewer still have a flower
looking anything like the wild columbine.

The
flowers
themselves can
best be
described as
“nodding,”
hanging
downwards
with the spurs
pointing up
and the many
stamens
projecting
downwards
together.

As
attractive as the flowers are, they are just as
noted for the abundant nectar that they
produce.  And because of this, the plants will
be visited regularly by hummingbirds,
bumblebees, hawk moths, and other bees.

Wild columbine is a true gem in the rocky
Georgian Bay landscape, adding plenty of
color against the ubiquitous grays and greens.
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